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IN WAKE OF HISTORIC TRANSFER OF POWER IN IRAQ, 

SIMMONS CALLS ON PRESIDENT TO PUT FORTH 

DETAILS FOR PLANNED DRAWDOWN OF U.S. TROOPS 
 

WASHINGTON, DC – Following reports that U.S.-led coalition forces are handing over 
control of Iraq’s armed forces command to the Iraq government, Congressman Rob Simmons, 
R-2nd District, today called on the Administration to put forth a realistic outline that will 
address the critical issue of American troop withdrawal from Iraq. 
 
Below is Simmons’ statement: 
 

“News of U.S. transfer of Iraqi armed forces is a critical milestone on the country's road toward 
democracy.   For the first time since the fall of Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi Prime Minister, 
through his Minister of Defense, will take control of Iraqi military forces.   
 
“With this important benchmark met, now is the time for President Bush to put forth a realistic 
outline for getting our troops home safely, successfully and soon.  Now we need to see additional 
operational details of how this event will contribute to the planned drawdown of U.S. Forces. 
 
“Last year, we secured Iraq and witnessed its free elections.  We observed the signing of a 
constitution and the formation of a new cabinet.  And now the Iraqi government is assuming 
full operational control of its security forces.  This is good news. 
 
“But it is important for our troops and their families to understand how these events will affect 
their loved ones who have made such important sacrifices in the war against terror.” 
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